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THE ACP COUNCLT QF NTNTSTERS

RECALLING the declaratlon of Heads of State, Heads
of Government and Government Ministers of ACP
Countries manifesting the political Wlll of the
ACP States to strengthen cooperation among them-

selves for the1r individual ang colliective bene-

CEit o

CONSIDERING the steps already taken +o consoli-~
date and strengthen the existing solidarity of
the ACP Group in. the conclusion of the Georgetown’

-

‘Agreement- formally. estﬂbllshlng.the ACP Group ;

MINDFUL of tﬁe need to translate into practical
action the principles of collective self-
reliince and of self- —determination by the ACP
countr;es to reinforce thelr'unlty and capac1ty

for joint action ;

HEREBY DECLARES THE ADOPTION OF THE FOLLOWING
PROGRAMME OF ACTION. -
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The Action Programme for Intra—-ACP Cooperation

The Action Prdgramme deals with six major

sectors of cooperation among ACP countries, wviz-:

(I} Transport, communications and cother
services; .

(2) Trade;

(3) Development of Intra-ACP Enterprises
" and Cooperation in production;

{4) Develcpment finance;

{5) Technology, know-how, and technlcal
assistances; s

(8) Cultural, Scientific. and Educat1onal
' Cooperation;

I. TRANSPORT, COMMUNICATIONS AND OTHER SERVICES

 An essential complement to the develop-—
ment and strehgthening of trade cooperation, as
well as to the developmeﬁt of intra-ACP -
enterpfises and cooperatiocon inlpfoduction, is
the implementation of appropriate-meaéures.in e
", the service sectors, particﬁlarly shipping, air
and land trans?ort, communications and banking,

insurance and credit.

In respect of shipping and shipping
services, the ACP would need to examine and to
identify the particular measures necessary for

assisting the following main areas :

(1) the exapansion of trade between the
ACP countries;




(id) intra~ACP Cocperaticn in production;

(iii) the stimulation of exports from ACP
' countries to third countries;

{iv) cooperatlon in import policy and
: practise among ATP countrles. _ Ty

Relates studies on alternative means of transport
and the creation improvement oz adaptation of port

fa01lltles w111 also have to be undertaken. .o TouIL i

Thé.question of trans?értation is funda- T
mental to the development of intra-ACP Cooperation, : A
with regard to new trade flows ‘berween the ACP . ;.:.:HM;;;;W
countries, much will depend on the availability . R
and cost of the transpbrt sexrvices. Thus the ACP

ST i e ke aden eream -l

e i T need “to determine to- what extent. the Tack - -

of these services or their cost constitutes 2 = - R
-barrler to the expansion of trade in ACP commo- . .. . S
dities. The ACP would also need to examine the
existing and potential trade routes and the
‘cargo flows estimakes to determine the traffic
demands im relation to the existing shipping

tonnage owned by ACP States.

With respect to the stlmulatlon of. exports ﬂmunmmmw&
from ACP to thlrd countrles, and the coordination ;
'of export policies and practices by ACP States,
studies'will'initially centre around the con-
siderable savings that might be mdde by ACP coun-
tries from cooperative efforts in the bulk
handling of homogenous cargoes meving in large .
quantities and the aggregation of mixed liner A
cargoes bn a regional or sub—fegional basis.
Such investigations should also illustrate the
economic f;asib1+1ty of . -establishing or strengthening
regional shipping lines serVLng the dl:ferent

dareas of the ACP,
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' the services. such as 1nsurancef

'_between these sectors C

_the Pacific, measures in +his area mu

The importance of communications networks

between the ACP countries as a basic precondition

for the development of intra-ACF cooperation in
pit equalled by that of
banking and credit.

trade production, is all

The machlnery for lncreased functicnal cooperatlon
£ the ACP States should

thereFore be coneldered at an early stage.
2. . TRADE

. Having regard to the need for a fair dis-
rribution of the benefits of such & programme
the Caribbean and
st be '

among the regions of Africa,

-

designed with a view to :

{i) the strengthening of the collective -
lbargaining power of the ACP countries
in their export and import trade with the

_1ndustr1allsed countries and their ability

to exploit more fully available opportunL*

ties in the markets of those countries;

s d): tne llbera7lsatlo1 of trade among -
the ACP countires and between the ACP
countries and other developing countries.
The ﬁ;manign £6r such trade liberali-
sation would be the adoption of an ACP-—
wide scheme for the provision of a
distinct margin of advantage in favour
of ACP and cther developing country sup-
plies from developed'countries, care
being taken to ensure an equitable_dis—

tribution Of the costs and henefits of

.
ey T TR 4 Y

Wi

i

|




the scheme among the individual parti-
The scheme need

cipating countries.
not necessarily aim at full trade libera-
lisation but could be_restricted Lo
immediate and realistic targets;
(iii) the full utilisation of *+hoss
measures in the Lom& Convention {eq.'
as in Article‘T(Z)(b} of Title I) which
offer direct support to +he expansicn
“of ACP trade, of the GATT protocol of
December 8, 7971 relating to Trade
'Negotiaticné among Developing countries
—andwother-internatioﬁal arrangements
providing special support for intra-

. developing countries' trade.

(iv) the adoption of active measures
of trade cooperation petween the ACP
gtgtes such as the conclusion of medium
and long-term contraétual arrangements
ss a means of directly expanding intra-
ACPE tréde £ilows and of developing new

© trade flows. These arrangements can
involve commitments €O supply andApur4

_ chase specific commoditiesrwithin
Cmutually agreed price ranges over givem

periods of time;

(v) strengthening of cooperation

- petween ACE producers for joint action
 aimed at im@roving =nd stabilising
prices; at+ cooperation in processing,

at product improvement, at proﬁiding‘
rechnical support and at direct marketing
distribution'aﬁd shipping. Such_efiorts
would have the-reéult of reducing the
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. services should also be contemplated
- (vi) -fully exploiting the provisions of
the Lomé convention relating £O the accu~

treatment in respect of exports to the e m T

(i) identify ERE possibilities £OF ehe: s . - BERBELE

"iyiiiy-identifying the specmflc,obstaclESH

‘arrangements, and by

rraditional dependence on the marketind

systems and distri i pution chances 0% the

developed countries; expecially those
organisediimomﬁl the-intra—fiim trans-

actions of transnational corporations

g < i e A

and through commodity markets oL exchaﬁqes o -
'COntrolled by the deveToped countries; I
and of increasing the share of the value~ i
added retalnea py ACP countries- Joint o o

ACP mazketﬂng "and market jprelligence

in.this regard;

o
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mulation of proce551ng and cumulative - e

-Euro?ean Communityi -

production of and the rrade in goods

 geriving from the partﬂcular specialisa~ < - i =

tion of ACP grtates and the schpe LOT
complementarity hetweslh various sectors

of ajifferent ACP countriesi

to the ipitiation and expansion of trade

betweén the ACF countries and taking the

necessary steps tC overcomes the cbhstaclesi

{ix) initiating effective intra—pCP
cooperation in developing & system of

yments arrangements foxr trade; initiakly

_by means of & network of clearing arrangeﬂ. - -

ments at the reglonal and subk- req;onal

levels and +prough 1inkages petween these
the gevelopment of

S




closer 1inkages between +hese arrangements,
and by.the'development of closer 1inks
between the central vanks 0L ncPk countries
with a view to -urthering the principle

of collective self—reliance.

ACP ENTERPRISES AND T _

3. THE DEVELOPMENT oF INTRA—

COOPERATION N PRODUCTION

central to the stratedy for the achievement
of the objectives of intra-hCP ccoperacion is the
development of multinational intra-hCP Enterprises

for production. The deVelopment.of;such complemenT

tary productive capacity is a majoer precondition
for the satisfactory development of the resource
- endowments df*manywACE~States, for‘the expaneioﬁmﬁlx

" and diversification of intra-ACP trade, as well

as for the enhancement of the pOSition of BCP trade

in the markets ot third countries.

' Article 8{a)-o£ Protoco1 N 2 of the T,omé

convention makes basic prOVlSLOR for ‘e3nancial

support in the setting WP of regional and inter~

regional.enterprises“; such initial impetus &S

represented by these resodrces should be fully

atilised in the achievement of this major objective.

-

The process of jdentifyind cpportunities

for establishing such enterprises should be given

immediate"expert attention SO that there can be.

early jpitiaticn of :ntra-hCP collaboration and

;ations for the establishment of approgriate

ds of natural

negot
1'nt:r.'a—P«.C}.‘-‘-ew:lterpr‘ises in the £iel
resQurces; rachnology: management, finance .

etc. The palancing of the-interest

markets




ries should not »e overlooked nd emphd i

4 on Factor complementarity rathel

fhan on equity rinanCing in the creation of these

enterprises:

_ C llaboratron ehoﬁld'also be'etrengrhened : %
ip relation ro the deVelopmenr-of infrastructure ‘ . _ i
and services guch 2% hydro—electric plantsy road ' \

networke, telecommunicetions, wateX deVelopment,

airline and shrpplng gervicesS: rneurance, £ipnance and

stitutions and technologlcal and research

ncern foxr the penefits of the

pankind in
ceyvices - Special co
least developed, i sland

cshould continue ro be @ malor preoccupation'of

such collaboration.

production of food FOX home consumptron should also 2

pe the subject of exchandes and collaboratlon petweel 3

aCP countrres. ) ) . . 3

As f£irst steP: inventories of possrble Tntra~

ACP‘Enterprises ijn all rhese fields enould pe. grawh up

in cooperation with reglonal and. suberegronal flnancral_- T

ions ~ and if possible with national development

lnstltut
panks - The gatheringe of teohnical data essential to

e andertaken immeaiately, rogether

rhis excercise ust P
of releVant data avail—

with the organisinq and upaating

able in U.Y. Agencies and Frenancial iﬁstitutions, suach

as the wWorld Rank -

&, VELOPMEWT FINANCE

DE
Tn the field of development finance: -

ziready exist D +ne Lome convention ynder whi




financial support is available for the furtherance of

Apart Ffrom this, an early
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intra-ACP cocperation.
start should be made within the ACP Group to ensure
greater collaboration and cocperation in respect of

the individual aid programme now being established T

el

under the Lomé& Convention. -In'addition,;méchinery _ srivion L
can be instituted within the ACP Secretariat for ’

maximising the benefits to ACP enterprises arising
out of the provisions of the Convention ﬁelaﬁing to -

-invitations ‘to tender in respect of EEC-financed . . | _I oo

projects,

o Other measures aimed at improving the availa- ; LT
biiity ofs capital on terms more favolrable to the ACP  <riowe-t
countries might be contémplated, and whenever possible
with the cooperation of other developin§ countries. |

Intra-ACP cooperation, in €he context of cooperatiow

]
i
i
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with other developing countries, could; -

(i}_prov1de "for balance-—of- payments
adjustments assistance,

(ii) support stabilisation of commodity
export prices at equitable and re- ) L
mune?aulve levels and :

(1id) serve as a framework for long-term T I
development finance.

Experience regarding monetary and financial

measures now in existence or under contemplation in

various regions or sub-regions of the ACP could be

shared on a systematic basis with a view to their. ceoap

deepening and widening for the benefit of the ACP
States jointly and severally.
5. TECHNOLOGY , KNOW~HCW AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

Intra-ACP technical cooperation projects are

‘a vital part of intra ACP cooperation, They are already

/




envisaged under the Lomé& Convention and this can be usad
as a basis for the development and expansion of techno-
logy transfer among the ACP States. The measures to -

~achieve this could include :

(1) Increased flow of technclogies and know-
how evolved within the ACP or other de-
veloping countries; :

4 (ii) Exchange of information and ekpertise in
C respect of available technologies;

{iii) Technical assistance, in particular through
©  the exchange of experts, adv150ry serV1ces
and training courses; .-

S,

{iv) the utilising of the service§ of englneerlng
= design consultancy firms in ACP or other -= ¢
developing countries which could provide
the - appropriate technology and ensure the - -
- maximum component of indigenous equipment;

(v) Collective efforts at joint projects for
- the acquisition and development of technolo=
gies for utilisation in more. than one

country; - .

{(vi) The elaboration df prefexrential arrange-
7 "ments for the develcpment and transfer of--
technology among themselves and the estab-—. ...
lishing of regional and sub-regional centres -

for development and transfer of technology. “'h_.if

-which could serve as essential llnks with. -
centres in other countries. : SENIESTS

A.start can be made by preparing files on avail-
able expertise“within the ACP countries, such_files.draWH

up with the assistance of “the regional and sub-regicnal

. groups as well as the information now available in regional

and international organisations.

6.  CULTURAL, SCIENTIFIC AND EDUCATIONAL COOPERATION

The devlopment-df programmes and & he establish—

ment of machinery within the ACP Group for educational,

1/-»9
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4 cultural exchanges must be contemplated

In this regard, the ACcP Secretariat,

e regional ipstitutions,

I scientific an
_at an eagly date.
in collaboration with appropriat
might jnitially be nsed as a clea

change of information as to possi

ring house £or the ex-

1

as far as practicable, the initial stéps 1in
the realisation of these measures should give emphasis

to and be built on regional cooperation.

In all undertakings i1 +he conteXt of the

Action ProgramiSg the problems of the-least geveloped,

1andlocked and island countries must
ind and +herefore efforts must

ich would be of penefit

1andlocked, semi—
continually be borne in It

be made T©O define the measirres wh

to those countries within the sction programme of intra-

ACP-Cooperation}

ATES ACCERT THEE ABCOVE AREAS AND METHEODS OF

g ACP ST
N AS CONSTITUTES THE FOUNDATION oF THEIR

COOPERATIO
EFFORTS AT COOPERATION AND SELF RELIANCE, A FOUNDATION

ON WHICH THEY WILL STRIVE TO BUILD A STRONG AND UNITED

BROTHERHOOD OF NATIONS.

hilities in this'field..

A, .
e e TR ‘:Tﬁp‘l‘iml—‘ P‘_‘" plart=aiy

JESN—— gt




